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Two things seem, to me clear: that France is not prepared, and that Bismarck lies to everyone. His explanations prove his perfidy.
I think, myself, as old Brun.now says, 'it is time for a little reaction,' and that we might begin to dictate a little to Europe. G-ladstonism is at a discount.
It's very lucky, however,-we didn't take off any taxes, and that by paying off some debt we shall be able to borrow any amount at a very moderate price. That is to say, in case we want it. Nevertheless, as nothing happens which one expects, I begin to believe you will turn out a. regular Chatham. . . .
Stanley replied: 'I am ready to go as far as may be necessary in support of Belgium, short of giving an absolute pledge to fight for its independence. Suppose we gave such a pledge, that France and Prussia came to an understanding, Russia and Austria standing aloof, where should we be ?' It was a prudent rather than a generous or even a statesmanlike view. According to general belief, we had given such a pledge; in any case it was the traditional policy of England not to permit the Low Countries to be controlled by a dominant military Power. With regard to Luxemburg, Stanley rightly saw that its neutralisation was 'the one indispensable condition of peace'; but he was very reluctant to give the guarantee which would alone make neutralisation effective. The Queen could not understand his hesitation. ' We are already parties to the guarantee of Belgian neutrality and independence,' wrote General Gr^ey on her behalf to Disraeli on May 5, 'and to extend the guarantee of neutrality to Luxemburg does not seem to entail upon us any great additional responsibility.' Her Majesty's arguments, which Disraeli reinforced, prevailed; and at a Conference in London in May a treaty was signed by which the duchy was neutralised under the guarantee of the Powers, and the Prussian garrison withdrawn. Stanley was very insistent in the House of Commons, that the guarantee was a collective and not a separate one ; that the liability was limited, and amounted rather to a moral sanction than to a contingent liability to gorlin than on the aucient capital of Julian the Apostate.
